
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

6 October, 2010 – 29 October, 2010

Item 3a: Children’s Play Area in Brierley Gardens: Volunteers have carried out most of the small number of 
remedial jobs in the play area that were identified from the recent RoSPA inspection. The picnic table that was 
located in the play area has been damaged beyond repair and has been removed.

Whilst no work was undertaken on the small gate at the side of the play area there is a concern locally that this 
makes an annoying noise when being opened and closed. You will asked for your consideration whether this gate 
should be temporarily blocked until the footpath between Willow Green and Brierley Gardens is constructed.

In the meantime the ‘No dogs’ notice at the entrance of the play area has been removed and I will enquire how 
much a replacement will be.

Work is continuing on the investigation as to how much funding is available via the so called ‘bedroom tax’ from 
the NCC towards the purchase of any new equipment.

Item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: Cuthbertsons Solicitors have been 
contact regarding the two conveyances. I am advised that the work regarding ‘The Green’ at Willow Green is 
nearing completion.

As there has been little progress with the conveyance of the Mill Path, the Councillors have agreed to pay up front 
Mr Corbett’s solicitors fees. A cheque for £500 + VAT has been sent via Cuthbertsons.

Item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments: There has been no contact from Mouldshaugh recently regarding the 
potential ‘land banking’ although there appears to be plenty of activity on site in recent weeks with plots 88 – 90.

However there has been no start on the footpath from Willow Green to Brierley Gardens. Consequently I have 
been in contact with NCC highlighting the agreement in application 20031214 that the footpath must be planned, 
agreed and constructed prior to development of the properties. At the time of writing this I await a response.

Item 3d: Otterburn Hall – Footpaths update: The NCC legal department have confirmed that the email received 
from the Angel Group does register as an objection to the modification order for the six footpaths at Otterburn 
Hall.  When speaking to John McErlane (Definitive Map Officer for NCC) on 22 October he had not received a 
response to his letters to the Angel Group regarding the next steps but he will update the Parish Council on 
progress.

Item 3e: Funding from Northumberland County Council: After a discussion at the last meeting four possible 
suggestions for any available funding were submitted to Cllr John Riddle. These were 1) Children’s play area 
equipment 2) Sustainable, environmentally friendly lighting around play area 3) Footpath connecting Willow Green 
to Brierley Gardens 4) Traffic calming along main road through the village.  

This request has been acknowledged and we wait to see if we have been successful with any of the requests.

Item 3f: Traffic safety through Otterburn: The traffic accident outside the Percy Arms on 28 September 2010 
has highlighted the speed and dangers of traffic travelling through the village. I wrote to Michael Connelly, Local 
Multi Agency Problem Solving Officer (LMAPS) highlighting the dangers and the need for traffic calming including 
more effective positioning or at least placement of the flashing speed warning signs. He has acknowledged my email 
and is investigating the matter before returning to me.

Item 5b: Donation request from Memorial Hall: You will be asked to consider a request from the Memorial 
Hall for a donation towards the ongoing running cost of the hall.

Item 5c: Reimbursement of expenses to Chair for purchase of acrylic sheet: You will be asked to agree to the 
reimbursement of £21.93 for the acrylic sheet to replace the broken glass in the notice board at the junction of 
Willow Green.

Martin Chilvers 29 October, 2010
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